Long Island Sound Study Public Participation Information and
Education Small Grants Program

Frequently Asked
Questions

General Questions and Helpful
Websites:

Q: DoestheLongIsland Sound Study havea
webgte?

A Yes,itcanbefound at www.epa.gov/region0l/
eco/lis

Q: Arethereany other websites| should visit for
additiond information?

A\’ Yes, someuseful websitesare:

TheNational Estuary Program - www.epa.gov/
owow/estuaries/nep.htm

Nationa EstuariesDay -www.estuaries.gov
Restore America sEstuaries- www.estuaries.org
TheNew Y ork SeaGrant - www.nyseagrant.org
Quality AssuranceProject Plans- www.epa.gov/
volunteer/gappcovr.htm

Association of Nationa Estuary Programs-
WWW.anep-usa.org

Q: Aretheformsavailableonthewebsite?

A\’ Yes, they areand you canfill themout and print
themfrom Acrobat Reader.

Q: Will someonefromtheL ong Island Sound
Study read through our proposal and point out any
problemswithit?

A Wearehappy to adviseyou onideasfor

potential partners, etc. for your project.
However, staff will not read or provide specific
comment ondraft proposals.

Focus of Grant Questions:

Q: Doestheproject needtorelateto Long Island
Sound?

A\’ Yes, theproject must relateto Long Island
Sound, itswatersheds, tributariesor resources.

Q: Doestheproject need to take placeon Long
Idland Sound?

A Theproject must
takeplacewithinthe
Connecticut and New
Y ork watershedsof
Longldand Sound.

Q: Doesthesizeof
thetarget audience
haveany bearing? g
A Itdependsonthenatureof theproject. If it's
small but acritica target audiencefor that
geographicregionandtheproject will addressa
management plan priority effectively, that’ sastrong
proposal.

Q: Doyouwant schoolstoimplement acurriculum
that’ salready been devel oped?

A\ Weencouragegroupsto useexisting curriculum
if itwill suittheir needs. Y ou may replicateaproject
doneprevioudy inanother areato achieveyour own
specificresults.

Q: Doyoualocatefunding according to
geographica region?
A No, however, wedo want to have abroadly

regional spread for thefunds. Inthe past, this
distribution hasoccurred naturally during the
selection process.



Funding Questions:

Q: Canprogramsthat havereceived fundinginthe
past receivefunding again?

A\’ Yes, if they areableto show how funding would
beusedtosignificantly improveor expandthe
program.

QZ Canfor-profit organizationsapply?
A No.

Q: Areprivateindividualsand privateorganizations
eigiblefor funding?
A No.

Q: Canl submit morethan oneproposal ?

A\ Y es, but each must befor an unrelated project.
Each must not exceed thefunding limit for that type
of project. Werecommend that theorganization
determinewhich project isthe strongest and submit
that proposal.

Q: If two partnerswant towork together, can both

partnerssubmit proposasif their work isdifferent
but it converges?

A\’ If two groupsare submitting proposal sfor
similar projectsor projectswithinthesameares, it
may bebeneficial to collaboratewith each other to
strengthentheproposal. Thisoption should be
carefully evaluated asyou prepareyour proposal. If
you are competing directly with each other and have
two similar projectsinthe samegeographic areaor
audience, it may make senseto combinetheminto
oneproposal.

Q: Wil thegrant fund overhead and administrative
costs?i.e. indirect costs, salaries, benefitsetc.?
A\’ Yes, aslongasthey pertaintothegrant project.

Q: Under what category would | put costs
associated with putting thisgrant together ?i.e. we
might haveaconsulting service prepare and send out
theproposal.

A Wedo not alow payment for putting aproposa
together.

Q: Arefoodand clothing digibleexpenses?
A: No.

Q: Wil thegrant fund major piecesof equipment,
suchascomputers, televisions, projectors, VCRS,
boatsor boat engines?

A% No, unlessyou can specificaly statewhy the
equipment isneeded for theproject.

Q: What typesof equipment
will thegrant fund?
A\ Equipment that will

enhanceor assist theproject
suchasmonitoring equi pment,
videotapes, etc.

Q: Can consultantsbehired to do somework for
theproject?
A\’ Y es, youwould contract with them.

Q: How would you placeamonetary valueon

volunteers? Shouldthat beincluded asanin-kind
contribution?

A\ Somevolunteersmay comewith aprofessional
expertisethat they will donatetotheproject. Have
them placeamonetary valueontheir professiona
timeandincludethat asanin-kind contribution. The
timeof other volunteersthat will behel pingto
implement the project can also beincluded asin-
kind. Estimatetheamount of timethat will be spent
andthennumber of volunteersthat will beusedto
determinethat in-kind contribution. A generally
accepted dollar value of suchwork is$8-$15/hour.



Content Questions:

Q: What evidenceof liability insurancedo|| needto
include?
A\’ Indludealetter confirming your liability insurance

andthecarrier or submit acertificatefromthe
carier.

QZ My projectincludesmonitoring activities. Dol
need an approved Environmental Protection Agency
Qudity AssuranceProject Plan?

A Yes, visitthewebsiteat www.epa.gov/

volunteer/gappcovr.htmY ou must haveor beable
to obtainan approved plan beforereceiving funding.
Y oumay contact the Environmental Protection
Agency VolunteersCoordinatorsfor additiona
assistance. InNew Y ork, contact PaulaZevinat
(732) 321-4456 or in Connecticut, contact Diane
Switzer at (617)918-8377.

QZ Doweneedtoincludelettersof support with
our proposal packet?
A\ No, only includewhat wasspecifically statedin

the Request For Proposal. If you areworkingwitha
partner organization(s), providedocumentation of
their support.

Q: Can| submit resumesfor thebrief bio on each
gtaff member?

A No, thebrief bio should beaparagraph on each
staff member and beincludedinthenarrative.

QZ Will you accept attachmentsto aproposal if it
exceedsfive pages?
A\ Thewritten description of your proposal should

not exceed five pages. Thisdoesnotinclude
attachmentsto the proposal. Thecover page,
budget summary, map, and certificateof ligbility are
considered attachments.

Proposal Submitting Questions:

Q: Will you accept amendmentsto my submitted
proposal?

A Amendmentswill not beaccepted after the
deadline, unlessrequested by theoffice.

Q: How many copiesof my proposal do| need to
mail?

A Mail 1origind plus10copies, includingall
attachments.

Q: Doesmy proposal need to beto your office by
thedeadline or postmarked by that date?
A Thecomplete proposal must bereceived by

4pm on theday of thedeadline. No postmarked
copiesor amendmentswill beaccepted after the
deadline. All 1ate proposal swill bereturnedtothe
goplicant.

Q: Can! hand deliver my proposal?

A Yes, butit must bedelivered by 4pmtothe

New Y ork Sea Grant Office by
thedeadlineinthe Request For

Proposal. Proposalswill not be
accepted after 4pm. Directions
totheofficeareincludedinthe

packet and onthewebsite.

Q: Canproposalshedelivered
to Stamford?

A No, proposalsmust be
delivered or mailedtotheofficein Stony Brook.




Proposal Selection Questions:

Q: Onceselected for funding, when canwork
commence?

A Assoon asthesubcontractissigned by all
parties.

Q: Canweconduct planning prior tothe
subcontract being signed?
A\’ Youcandoanything (aslongasit fallswithin

your identified schedule) prior to the subcontract
being signed, but you can not bereimbursed until the
subcontractissigned.

Q: Whenwill decisionsabout theproposal be
made?

A Weplanto announcethe selected projectsby
October 31, 2003.

If your questionshavenot been answered here,
please contact Kimberly Zimmer at (631) 632-9216
Fax: (631) 632-8216 or email at kszZ1l@cornell.edu

Proirities of the
Long Island Sound Study
Small Grants Program

Todecrease hypoxia- Low dissolved oxygen
caused by too much nitrogenloadinginto the Sound
by wastewater treatment plants, septic systemsor
NOoNOI Nt SOUrces.

To decrease pathogens- mircoorganismsthat can
causeillnessin peopleexposed through bathingin,
or consuming fishor shellfishfrom contaiminated
waters.

To decreasetoxics- organicandinorganic
substancesinthewater and sedimentsthat can
causeadverse human and ecosystem healthrisks.

Todecreasemarinedebris- floatablematerialsor
litter inthewater or dlong theshordineusualy from
human actions.

Torestoreand protect habitats- theenvironments
wherediversemarinelifelive.

Toimproveland useplanning and management to
protect water quality and habitat.

L\_A Partnership To Restore and Protect The Sound ||

LONG
ISLAND
SOUND
STUDY |




